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Dear Maria Botto 

 

Alliance of Women in Coffee (AWIC) is locally registered in Kenya as a Non Governmental 

organization (NGO) and it is affiliated to the International Women Coffee Alliance (IWCA) 

through a Letter of understanding (LOU) as a Kenyan Chapter. AWIC was formed with the main 

objectives of advancing the IWCA objectives of networking women in coffee and creating coffee 

marketing linkages through the B2B forums. Locally, the organization aims to socially and 

economically empower the small scale women farmers in rural areas through provision of 

technical support in coffee management, value addition and entrepreneurial skills to strengthen 

their personal standards of living and better their prospects in the families, community, 

organizations and society in general.  

This letter is to particularly express my gratitude for your generous financial support for my 

scholarship to attend the 1V IWCA BI- ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION to be 

held in Bogota, Columbia on 15-16/10/2015. It was a great pleasure to learn that I was 

considered as the recipient of the scholarship in Kenya to attend the convention on 15
th

 and 16
th

 

of October 2015 on behalf of the IWCA- Kenya.  

 

As the President of the organization, I am dedicated to helping the women farmers and all 

women members along the coffee value chain to make a difference in their respective coffee 

sectors. I believe my attendance to this convention will not only enrich me through networking 
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but also help me create marketing linkages to the organization members/farmers. It will also give 

me an opportunity to learn the activities of the other IWCA Chapters and borrow positive ideas 

from them that can benefit our countries’ chapters. 

 

To my employer, Coffee Research Institute, this will be a wonderful opportunity, since I will be 

able to advance what I will have learnt from Columbia into the work place especially in women 

coffee programs. I intend to learn more from the convention and share the knowledge with the 

IWCA-Kenya group and colleagues so as to take coffee issues to the next level in Kenya.  

 

To my family the award for the scholarship is a great inspiration. It has come in to justify the 

several nights that I have burned in the midnight oil trying to put together the women issues and 

work done while at the same time trying to complete my family duties. I sincerely appreciate 

your support.   I commit myself to give back to the community and particularly the IWCA-

Kenya members who have always walked hand in hand with me at my most difficult times. I also 

hope that there will also be a time for other members to benefit from similar or better 

scholarships and share their excitements with all of us. 

 

 Thanks you very much Maria, for all the effort that you have put to make this a reality. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Margaret Mithamo 

President – IWCA, Kenya 

 


